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Step One:
Annual Fund

Begin by supporting this year's 
Annual Fund to:

Ensure a tradition of 
excellence by employing 
and retaining outstanding 
teachers 

Provide our teachers with 
competitive salaries 

Supplement tuition to keep 
our tuition among the lowest 
of comparable college 
preparatory schools in the 
Southeast 

Enhance the academic 
experience to benefit 
teachers and students

•

•

•

•

To ensure continued excellence in our 
educational program, it is essential that 
everyone participate. As as independent

school, Athens Academy is solely
supported by tuition and tax-deductible 

charitable contributions.

Step Two:
21st Century Capital 
Campaign Phase II

Raise our endowment for 
faculty salaries and student 
financial aid
Renovate and Construct:

Lower School South- renovation

Arts and Preschool Center Infrastructure

Sewer System- complete campus sewer 
system

Arts and Preschool Center Construction

Lower School North- renovate and 
expand existing facilities to include 
expanded square footage for current 
classrooms

Middle School- renovate/expand 
Daughtry Building to include foreign 
language classroom and science 
classroom/labs 

Parents Building/Administration- 
renovate Parents Building; construct an 
administration building 

Athletics- expand and construct facilities 
and support athletic programs

•

•
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Save These Dates!

Holiday Decorating
Tuesday, December 2, 2008

8:15 a.m. Tillman Center

Spartan 5K & Spartan Sprint
Saturday, February 14, 2009

Festival Day
Saturday, April 18, 2009

PSO Officers
PSO Officers
Chair- Susie Malcom
Co-chair- Kim Maddox
PSO Coordinator- Sue Williams
LS Rep- Leslie Suarez
MS Rep- Kelly Hansford
US Rep- Patty Brantley
Athletic Advisory Rep- Karen Gilmore
Media Center Rep- Alice Bruckner
Fine Arts Rep- Didi Dunphy

Committee Chairs
Faculty & Staff Appreciation
  Bonnie Chambers (Coord.)
 Myra Callaway (US)
  Kelly Johnson (MS)
  Cindy Crymes (LS)
Gift Wrap Sales
  (Chair) Lisa Slocum
  (Co-chair) Allyn Timberlake
Lunch Helpers
  (Chair) Leigh Ann Templeman
  (Co-chair) Carol Bernhardt
Parents Day
  (Chair) Leslie Suarez
  (Co-chair) Margaret Smith 
  Mary Beisswenger (MS)
  Amy Guess (US)
Spirit Items Sales
  (Chair) Kaki Heath
  (Co-chair) Joanna Hill
Grandparents Day
  (Chair) Lisa Hudson
  (Co-chair) Kristi Donnan
Tennis Tournament
  (Chair) Clara Herrin
  (Co-chair) Laura Allen
  (Liaison) Allen Miller
Golf Tournament
  (Chair) Shane & Natasha Dekle
  (Liaison) Zack Platek
Holiday Decorating
  (Chair) Lesley Reynolds
  (Co-chair) Laura Pennington
Spartan 5K and The Sprint
  (Chair) Kim Pittard
  (Co-chair) Kelly Channell
Cookbook
  (Chair) Denise LaBoon
  (Co-chair) Pam Dillard
Festival Day
  (Chair) Greta Covington
  (Co-chair) Rebecca Chisolm
Required Reading Sales
  (Chair) Robin Linck
  (Co-chair) Traci Pruett
Cash Back Program
  (Chair) Susan Ferguson
  (Co-chair) Lisa Shirreffs
Post Planning Luncheon
  (Chair) Missy Sennowitz
  (Co-chair) Allison Hays
LS Book Fair
  (Chair) Emily Foshee
  (Co-chair) Amy O'Neill
Art Project
  (Chair) Lisa Frierson
  (Co-chair) Amy Nasworthy
Concessions Liaison
(Chair) Beth Sanders
(Co-chair) Sally Shealy
LS Library Helpers
  (Chair) Kristen Williams
  (Co-chair) Deborah Thurmond

What is the PSO?
The Parent Service Organization is the volunteer organization of parents who work with the 

school's administration to enhance the quality of programs and academic life offered at Athens 
Academy. It is a great way to meet other parents, share your time and talents, and have fun! Thank 
you to all who have already volunteered,and it's not too late if you haven't. We still have many more 
programs coming up. Please feel free to contact me or Sue Williams if you would like to help.

								        Susie Malcom
								        PSO Chair

Thank You to...
Lisa Slocum and Allyn Timberlake for chairing Sally Foster…Y'all did a great job! 
(Please remember that gift wrap can still be purchased online through the end of the year at 
www.sallyfoster.com.)
Lisa Hudson and Kristi Donnan for chairing Grandparents & Special Friends Day. What a great 
day we all had! Special thanks also to all those who volunteered to bring food, serve food, and 
greet people, and to the students who served as our “tour guides.”
Leigh Ann Templeman  and Carol Bernhardt for their commitment to making sure there are 
workers for lunch duty every day.
Allen Miller, Clara Herrin, Laura Allen, Zack Platek, and Shane and Natasha Dekle for 
a wonderfully successful Spartan Spectacular!  The weather was perfect for the Tennis 
Tournament and the cookout on Sunday. The weather was great again on Monday for the Golf 
Tournament.
Whitney Goodstone for all her hard work with the silent auction and to Lisa Shirreffs for her 
tireless advertising! 
Ruth Steinbergs for her great work on Target Tennis.  She provided all the items and the kids 
had a great time!
Spartan Dads Steve Heath and Matt Sligh for the live music.
A big thank you to all of you who came out to make Mixed Sticks a spectacular success!
Emily Foshee  and Amy O'Neill for another very successful Lower School Book Fair. The 
safari theme was a big hit!

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
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PRIMARY

Points
Fourth Grade Off to the Zoo

It's “zoo time” again!  Each 
year the fourth graders eagerly 
await their first overnight field 
trip at Athens Academy.  We will 
visit Zoo Atlanta, participating 
in their Night Crawler program 
"Zoo Tech," November 6-7.  
Our students will rediscover 
Zoo Atlanta with the help of 
technology!  They will use high-
powered microscopes, night vision 
scopes, and other technology to 
explore the exciting life all around 
us.
	 Jeri Burnette & 
	 Mary Ann Naclerio

Preschool 
Information 
Session

Please be sure to join us at 9:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, November 
12, for our Preschool Information 
Session.  Everyone interested 
in hearing about the program 
for three-year-olds, four-year-
olds, and pre-first (what we call 
kindergarten) will meet and hear 
from the teachers and see the 
program in action.  If you are 
unable to come, please call us with 
any questions.  We will meet in the 
Lower School Hall.

Third Grade 
Performance

The third grade students will 
perform their class play Go West 
on Friday, November 21 at 8:45 
a.m. in the Lower School Hall.  
The play will be followed by a 
parent/cast party.  The students 
will have a dress rehearsal on 
Thursday at 8:45 a.m. for the other 
PS/LS students.  Parents who 
are unable to come to the Friday 
performance are welcome to come 
to the student performance.   

Winter Camp
Winter Camp returns to Athens 

Academy this year, December 
29-31, for all students K4 through 
sixth grade.  Each day's activities 
will be based on a theme and 
will include art, team sports and 
games, library, camp store, music, 
drama, and a special activity.  The 
daily themes include Snow Day 

(come prepared for some snowy 
day fun) and, of course, for the 
31st the theme is New Year's Eve 
(including a party)!  Registration 
forms are being sent home with 
the students.  Friends and relatives 
are certainly welcome to come!

Questions can be directed 
to Carol Deaton at cdeaton@
athensacademy.org.

You Name It
Once again the Lower School 

will be involved in Activity 
Afternoon on November 25.  The 
students will choose from a wild 
selection of activities offered 
by the faculty.  Activities may 
include bingo, Crayola sidewalk 
art, rockin' and rollin' (with roller 
blades and helmets), kickball, and 
indoor soccer, to name a few.  We 
look forward to more of these fun 
days in the future.

Being Sensitive
As a “family” school of caring 

and sensitive individuals, we need 
to be responsive to the needs of 
others whenever possible.  As an 
example, if invitations are handed 
out at school, each member of 
the grade, boys and girls, must 
be invited.  This certainly helps 
reduce some hurt feelings.  
Over the years new families 
have expressed their thanks at 
having their children included in 
activities.  These same sentiments 
hold true for all families.  Yes, I 
am aware that real life certainly 
has its ups and downs, but it is 
most appreciated when we all do 
whatever we can to help.  The rule 
of thumb could certainly be called 
“golden.”  

Flu Information
The following thoughts are 

from the Independent School 
Management group on how to 
help keep children healthy and 
avoid the flu:

Teach your children to always: 
cover their mouth and nose; 
clean their hands often, either by 
washing with warm water and 
soap or with alcohol-based hand 
wipes or gels; cough or sneeze 
into a tissue and then throw it 

away; cough or sneeze into their 
elbow if they do not have a tissue; 
and clean their hands every time 
after every cough or sneeze.  

Tips for Tests
There are things the home and 

school can do to help children 
do better on tests.  It is never too 
early to work on this.  Your child 
is responsible for taking the test, 
but there are some things (from 
the Parent Institute) that the home 
and school can do together to help:

Study for several days instead 
of cramming.
Get a good night's sleep 
and a good breakfast.  Rest, 
exercise, and good nutrition 
are especially important on 
test days when stress is high.
Remember to read the 
directions carefully.
Look quickly over the test 
when it is handed out to 
see the type and number of 
questions.
Don't spend too much time 
on one question.  Help 
your child understand that 
it is important to answer as 
many questions as possible.  
One technique is to mark 
unanswered questions and 
then return to them at the end 
if time permits.
Take a deep breath and relax 
as much as possible.  The 
better prepared a child is the 
easier this last one will be!  

Phone Calls
It is so important that a 

child feels secure about what 
is happening at the end of the 
day.  Please set up transportation, 
having friends over, and the like 
the night before.  Last minute 
calls to school to inform children 
of changes can be a distraction 
and cause confusion.  Any 
changes in transportation need 
to be sent in to the teacher in a 
note.  Children often overhear 
plans for a future get-together and 
think it's happening right away.  
We will certainly help you with 
any emergencies and last-minute 
changes.

Bob Urich & Melton Weekley

•

•

•

•

•

•

Daylight 
Savings Time 
Ends
Sunday, November 2

Fourth Grade 
Trip
Overnight to Zoo Atlanta
Thursday, November 6

Preschool 
Information 
Session 
Wednesday, November 12
9:30 a.m.
Lower School Hall

Third Grade 
Performance
Go West
Friday, November 21
8:45 a.m.
Lower School Hall
Dress Rehearsal
Thursday, November 20
8:45 a.m.

Thanksgiving 
Parties
Tuesday, November 25
K-4 at 11:00 a.m.
K-3 at 11:15 a.m.
Pre-first at noon
LS Activity Afternoon

Thanksgiving 
Holidays
November 26-28  
Classes dismiss at the 
regular time on
Tuesday, November 25
Classes will resume on 
Monday, December 1
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Note
Take The World of King Tutankhamun

Fall Orchestra 
Concert
Thursday, November 13
7:00 p.m.
Presentation Hall

Midpoint of 
Grading
Period #2
Friday, November 14
Teachers will review 
student grades and work 
habits.  Comment slips will 
be sent as needed.  

Fall Band 
Concert
Thursday, November 20
7:00 p.m.
Presentation Hall

Field Trips
King Tut Exhibit in Atlanta
Fifth grade: Monday, 
November 24
Seventh grade: Tuesday, 
November 25

Thanksgiving 
Holidays
November 26-30

MS Play 
Auditions
December 4-5 
3:30-5:30 p.m.
Presentation Hall

8th Grade 
Semester 
Exams
December 16-19

Winter Camp
Available December 29-31 
for students in K4 through 
grade 6.  For more 
information, see page 4.

Ancient Egypt is an important 
part of the social studies and art 
curriculum at Athens Academy.  
The study of ancient civilizations 
begins in fifth grade.  All students 
can relate the gory details of 
mummification and the concept of 
burying items with the pharaoh.  
We are excited to be traveling to 
the Atlanta Civic Center this year 
to view the exhibit Tutankhamun:  
The Golden King and The Great 
Pharaoahs.  When the students 
see first-hand a canopic jar, a 
sarcophogus and shawabtis, the 
history of this civilization will 
come to life for them.  

The students understand that 
much of what we know about 
ancient Egypt is attributed to 
the study of items found in King 
Tut's tomb.  This exhibit will 
feature objects from some of the 
most important rulers through 
2,000 years of ancient Egyptian 
history, from the 4th Dynasty into 
the Late Period (about 2600 B.C. 
- 660 B.C.).  Many of the 130+ 
objects have never been in the 
United States.  The exhibit will 
highlight more than 50 treasures 
from King Tutankhamun's tomb 
and more than 70 representing 
other pharaohs and notables.  
Tutankhamun was one of the last 
kings of Egypt's 18th Dynasty 
and ruled during a crucial, 
turmoil-filled period in Egyptian 
history.  He died at the age of 
18 or 19 in the ninth year of his 
reign.  An entire gallery will be 
devoted to the CT scans of the 
actual mummy which resides in 
its original resting place inside 
his tomb.  These scans allowed 
researchers to compile the first 
three-dimensional picture of King 
Tutankhamun and to learn more 
about his life and the cause of his 
mysterious premature death.  Four 
galleries will be devoted to King 
Tut, which correspond to the four 
rooms of his tomb.  Probably the 
most notable piece on display 
will be the ten-foot statue of King 
Tutankhamun carved from wood 
with gold accents. Each grade in 
Middle School will be traveling to 
experience this exhibit.

Bess Durham & Stacy Mallet

Georgia State 
Championship

Athens Academy was recently 
recognized by the President's 
Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports as the Georgia State 
Champion for the 2007-2008 
school year. This marks the 
seventh consecutive year that the 
students of Athens Academy have 
achieved this level of excellence. 
The council wrote, "...your school 
has earned the highest award 
for outstanding achievement 
in physical fitness and is now 
designated as a PCPFS Physical 
Fitness State Champion." The 
letter went on to state that “Athens 
Academy serves as a leader and 
role model in physical fitness.” 

During the fitness testing 
conducted last spring, 213 students 
scored at the 85th percentile 
or higher, qualifying them for 
presidential recognition, and 155 
students attained a score of 50% or 
higher on all five tests, achieving 
national recognition.  In all, 86% 
of Athens Academy students tested 
in the lower and middle schools 
achieved recognition. This is a 
great testament to the ability, 
goal setting, and hard work of 
the students. Further, it highlights 
the Academy's commitment to 
physical wellness for the student 
body. Students regularly attend 
physical education classes, 
participate in interscholastic 
activities, and are involved in a 
variety of after-school programs 
that ensure a high degree of 
physical activity. This emphasis 
on student activity and wellness 
manifests itself in wonderful 
fitness scores as well as in 
increased academic performance, 
as has been highlighted by several 
recent scientific studies. It is part 
of Athens Academy's commitment 
to the education of the whole 
child. Congratulations to all 
students who participated in the 
testing and worked hard to achieve 
personal goals. 
		  Don Chuboff

Mix It Up At Lunch 
Day

Mix It Up At Lunch Day is 
a nation-wide campaign that 
supports students who want to 
identify, question, and cross social 
boundaries that separate them 
from each other and helps build 
inclusive, welcoming learning 
environments.

Mix It Up At Lunch Day 
at Athens Academy includes 
activities that will encourage 
students to get to know new 
people and make new friends 
by simply choosing a new seat 
in the cafeteria.  On Thursday, 
November 13, all Middle School 
students will draw a number as 
they enter the Tillman Center.  
Tables will be numbered and 
students will sit at the table 
labeled with the number they 
draw.  Students will participate 
in designated activities with their 
new group of friends.

		  Carrie Olson

Magazine Sales 
Thank you to everyone who 

helped us with the magazine sales!  
Our sales totaled $17,622!  The 
school keeps approximately 40% 
of this total.  Remember: if you 
need to purchase magazines at any 
time during the year, you may go 
to the website at www.qsp.com 
and indicate Athens Academy 
as the sponsoring organization.  
We continue to receive profits 
throughout the year.

Coats and Cans 
Drive

Prior to the Thanksgiving 
holidays, the eighth grade class 
will hold a Coats and Cans 
collection to help needy families 
in our community.  All Middle 
School families are invited to 
participate.  Please check your 
closets for good, used coats that 
your family no longer needs.  
Collection boxes will be placed 
in each grade's central area and 
the office.  The project runs 
November 10-21.  Thanks for your 
generosity!

		  Brenda Klein
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Lights
HIGH

Give Thanks

Homecoming 
Dance
Saturday, November 1
8:30-11:30 p.m.
Tillman Center

One Act Play 
Regional Competition
Arlecchino and the City 
of Love
Wednesday, November 5
Athens Academy

Regular Performances
November 6 & 8
7:30 p.m.
Presentation Hall

Special 
Olympics 
Friday, November 14

Progress Grade 
Report 2
Mailed on
Monday, November 17

Service Day
Friday, November 21

Thanksgiving 
Holidays
November 26-30
Classes dismiss at 
regular time on Tuesday, 
November 25
Classes resume on 
Monday, December 1

Exams
Upper School Students 
will have exams as late 
as the morning of Friday, 
December 19. Classes 
will resume on Monday, 
January 5. 

After a successful 
homecoming celebration last 
month, where much of our 
attention was turned inward on 
ourselves, we begin the month 
of November looking outward 
and into the community. We 
give thanks for things we have 
and to people we know. 

I would like us all to 
give thanks to Mrs. Robbie 
Link, the Upper School 
administrative assistant who 
has selflessly given her time 
to four Upper School directors 
for these past 25 years. For her 
contributions to independent 
school education she will be 
recognized at the annual GISA 
conference at The Brookstone 
School in Columbus, Georgia. 
She is a pleasure to work 
with and is instrumental in 
making the Upper School run 
smoothly.  

Learning to Serve
If the goal of education 

is to teach people to think 
for themselves and make 
a difference in the lives of 
others, then Athens Academy 
is achieving that goal. We 
consistently recognize students 
for their performance on the 
athletic fields, on the stage, on 
standardized tests, and in the 
classroom, but perhaps more 
important than any of those 
recognitions and accolades 
are the things we do off 
campus for people we don't 
even know. To this end, we 
will kick off our tenth-annual 
Service Day on Wednesday, 
November 12 and give all 
Upper School students the 
opportunity to sign up for a 

number of local community 
service projects. The variety of 
projects we involve ourselves 
in and the commitment each of 
our students brings to others 
is equally as impressive, if 
not more so, than the time 
and effort they put into 
the activities they do for 
themselves.  We involve 
ourselves with service all year 
long, so please be in touch 
with the dean of students, Mr. 
Patrick Snead, at psnead@
athensacademy.org or 706-433-
2419, if ever you are interested 
in helping your child serve 
another. The connections made 
and lessons learned are beyond 
value. 

Traffic
Although it may appear that 

the morning traffic situation on 
Spartan Lane has improved, 
please continue to use the 
baseball field entrance off of 
441 to drop off and pick up 
Upper School students. Do-
ing so facilitates the process 
and alleviates the traffic and 
congestion that occur on Spar-
tan Lane during those times. 
Thank you to those who follow 
this despite the personal incon-
venience it may cause. 

		  Bob Sears

China’s Most 
Beautiful City

Hangzhou, located in the 
Zhejiang province of China, 
is widely known as the most 
beautiful city in China.  This 
March, ten Upper School 
students and two faculty 
members will join Dr. Ming-
Jun Lai in his hometown as 

Hangzhou High School hosts 
our delegation for a ten-
day excursion to China.  In 
addition to living with families 
in Hangzhou and attending 
classes at the high school, 
our travelers will spend five 
days in Beijing exploring the 
many popular and less-well-
known sites made famous by 
the recent Olympics.  Prior to 
their departure, the travelers 
will have multiple evening 
lessons in Chinese culture and 
civilization to prepare for what 
will be an eye-opening and 
horizon-expanding experience.  
Please look for information 
on these evening educational 
opportunities in the coming 
months on our website.

		  J.P. Watson
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Bound
COLLEGE

November College Application Season

SAT 
Fall 2008-2009 
Schedule
December 6
Register by November 5

January 24
Register by December 26

March 14
Register by February 10

May 2
Register by March 31

June 6
Register by May 5

Go to www.collegeboard.
com to register.

ACT 
Fall 2008-2009 
Schedule
December 13
Register by November 7

February 7
Register by January 6

April 4
Register by February 27

June 13
Register by May 8

Go to www.act.org to 
register.

Obviously T.S. Eliot was 
not a high school senior 
when he said that “April 
is the cruelest month.”  Or 
perhaps he was referring 
to when decisions come 
out.  Either way, be nice to 
your senior right now as 
he or she is at the height of 
college application stress 
as numerous essays must 
be written, countless forms 
must be filled out, and it 
feels like all must be done 
perfectly to avoid disaster.  
While the responsibility 
must remain with the 
applicant, all students 
should remember that 
Mrs. Pruitt, Mr. Stachura, 
and Mrs. Baumwald are 
always ready to help.  
Please don't hesitate to call 
any of us should you feel 
overwhelmed at this point in 
the process.  

Scholarship 
Opportunities 

Seniors should work 
with Mrs. Pruitt and Mr. 
Stachura to take advantage 
of scholarship opportunities.  
Check with the colleges 
you are applying to so that 
you are aware of deadlines 
and special requirements.  
In addition, the following 
websites are great resources:

www.collegeboard.com
www.fastweb.com
www.gacollege411.org   

•
•
•

Seniors can also learn 
about scholarships that past 
Athens Academy students 
have received by visiting 
the scholarships page in 
Naviance.  

Juniors: Planning 
Ahead

Although the actual 
application process is still 
almost a year away for 
juniors, there are some 
things that can be done 
now to make it easier 
when the time comes.  
Junior Seminars will 
begin in January, but in 
the meantime consider the 
following:
1. Continue to think about 

what characteristics 
important to you when 
choosing a college. As 
we discussed on the 
college trip, remember to 
think about finding your 
best fit.  Begin to develop 
your college list. 

2. Plan your personal 
standardized testing 
schedule.  Each junior 
needs to register for at 
least one SAT/ACT in the 
junior year.  Most juniors 
will take these tests 
beginning in January or 
March.  If necessary for 
the colleges you plan to 
apply to, consider taking 
the SAT Subject Tests if 

there is any possibility 
you may want to apply 
Early Decision or Early 
Action.  

3. Keep up with your 
involvements outside of 
the classroom.

4. Students considering 
applying to any of the 
military academies or for 
R.O.T.C. scholarships 
should check the 
deadlines for beginning 
that process, some of 
which come at the end of 
the junior year.
	 Colleen Pruitt 	 and
	 Jeff Stachura
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COMING

Soon Arlecchino & The City of Love

Exhibits
Through December 12
• Myers Gallery
Dana Johns, paintings
UGA Ceramic and 
Sculpture Students
• Bertelsmann Gallery
Georgia Patterson, 
doll houses
Richard Patterson, 
photography

One Act Play 
Competition 
Wednesday, November 5
Athens Academy

One Act Play 
Arlecchino and the City 
of Love
November 6 & 8
7:30 p.m.
Presentation Hall

Fall Orchestra 
Concert 
Thursday, November 13
Grades 5-12
7:00 p.m.
Presentation Hall

Winter Band 
Concert
Thursday, November 20
Grades 5-12
7:00 p.m.
Presentation Hall

Middle School 
Play Auditions
Grades 7 and 8
December 4 and 5
3:30-5:30 p.m.
Presentation Hall

This year's One Act Play, 
Arlecchino & The City of 
Love, is an original commedia 
by drama director Lorraine 
Thompson.  Commedia Del Arte 
is a traditional Italian form of 
theatre first made popular in the 
1550's.  

Traveling troupes of players 
performed plays in town 
squares. Originally there were 
no scripts, only scenarios to 
outline the action. It was so 
popular in Italy that it spread 
to other European countries, 
including France.  Each actor 
focused on one character 
which they played for the 
rest of their lives.  These 
characters are called stock 
characters, meaning that the 
same characters appeared 
in every show. Traditional 
characters included the old 
miser, the boastful captain, 
young lovers, sassy servants, 
and of course the character of 
Arlecchino.  Arlecchino & The 
City of Love is a tribute to this 
historic form of theatre. Show 
dates are November 5, 6, & 8 
in the Presentation Hall at 7:30 
p.m.  The company includes 
CJ Brown, Robert Leverett, 
Chase Brantley, Drew Jacoby, 
Billy Pate, Alex Brown, TJ 
Sterrenberg, Libby Hansen, 
Anne Lanier Gilbert, Mary 
Katherine Malone, Bridgette 
Duffield, Ansley McAllister, 
Christine Shaw, Maggie Kellet, 
Sofie Wasserman-Smith, Cate 
Jackson, Nick Brown, Nick 
Bradfield, Ethan Trice, Tavish 
Gantz, Tim DeWitt, Margaret 
Heald, Karishma Sriram, Kellen 
Yarbrough, Torie Owers, Sarah 
Fenno, Caroline Peck, Mira 
Schweppe-Figueira, Natalie 
Ray, Joshua Kundert-Gibbs, and 
Shane Patel. Come prepared to 
laugh and to enjoy a delightful 
evening! 

Storybook 
Characters Come 
Alive!

Saturday, October 4, was 
the annual Family Fun Day 
celebration at the Oconee 
County Library.  This year's 
theme was Storybook Farm. 
The Athens Academy Drama 
Club served as storybook 
characters and worked in shifts 
reading stories.  Over 20 Drama 
Club members volunteered 
their time: Wrenica Archibald, 
Will Seagraves, Hannah Kim, 
Elizabeth Naclerio, Emmeline 
Hale, Mira Schweppe-Figueria, 
Natalie Ray, Nick Brown, Mary 
Katherine Malone, Emma 
Templeman, Jade McDonald, 
Drew Jacoby, Lauren Daniel, 
Torie Owers, Cate Jackson, 
Sofie Wasserman-Smith, Becca 
Schell, Kelsie Smith, Chloe 
McWilliams, Bridgette Duffield, 
CJ Brown and Evie Houser.  
The club sponsor is Lorraine 
Thompson. 
	 Lorraine Thompson

Band News
The Upper School Band 

had an amazing opportunity to 
work with Dr. John Lynch, UGA 
Director of Bands, on October 3.  
We greatly appreciate the time 
and musical expertise Dr. Lynch 
offered to Athens Academy band 
students.  

Academy Pep Band members 
Ella Douglas, Eric Perkerson, 
Malik Obeidin, Elizabeth 
Newcomer, Esther Deaton, 
Christian Lapp, Jon Wilson, 
David Cason, Elliot Young, 
Nick Bradfield, Shida Chen, 
Tavish Gantz, Aneet Patel, 
Hannah Hays, and Braden 
Lapp competed in the Georgia 
Independent School Marching 
and Pep Band Competition on 
October 18 at Wesleyan School.  

Look for competition results in 
our December Spirit.  

Don't miss the Fall Band 
Concert set for Thursday, 
November 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Presentation Hall.  The Upper 
School band will perform Arthur 
Sullivan's Pineapple Poll, 
along with other favorite band 
selections. You just might get to 
see a few band alumni faces in 
unexpected places. 

		  Jenny Taylor 
 

Middle School 
Play

This year's Middle School 
play is sure to be a hit!  In 
honor of the tenth anniversary 
of the Middle School play, we 
are remounting the first show 
performed by Athens Academy 
Middle School students. The 
Servant of Two Masters by 
Carlo Goldoni is a classic 
comedic masterpiece. Filled 
with mistaken identities and 
hilarious comedic bits, The 
Servant of Two Masters will 
have the audience roaring with 
laughter.  Auditions will be held 
December 4 and 5 from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. in the Presentation 
Hall for all interested seventh 
and eighth grade students. 
Rehearsals will begin the 
following Monday, December 
8. Following the December 
8 rehearsal, there will be a 
mandatory parents' meeting 
from 5:30-6:00 p.m.  Show dates 
are February 12-14 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Presentation Hall.

	 Katie Townsend
	 and Debbie Schab
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Athens Academy Hosts Regional Hill Center Workshop
On October 24, Athens Academy and The Hill Center of Durham, North Carolina, teamed up to provide a 
very special professional development opportunity for educators and administrators throughout the region.  
Representatives from The Hill Center traveled to Athens Academy to present one of their nationally recognized 
professional development programs, “Differentiated Instruction: A Classroom Model for Meeting Individual Learning 
Needs.”  Approximately 25 Athens Academy faculty and staff members joined a similar number of peers from other 
public and independent schools in the area to continue to develop a better understanding of differentiated instruction 
concepts, student learning preferences and interest assessments, and activities for providing support for successful 
learning of all students. 			 

Advanced Media Production Crew Invited to Film SAIS 
Annual Conference
In recent years, the Media and Technology Club's webcasting efforts for fine arts and athletic events have not only 
served to keep members of the Athens Academy community in touch with various events around campus, but they 
have also attracted a great deal of attention from other schools throughout the state and the region that are interested 
in providing the same type of opportunities for their students.  As a result of this growing reputation, Dr. Steve 
Robinson, president of The Southern Association of Independent Schools (SAIS), recently extended an invitation to 
Athens Academy's Media and Technology club to attend the SAIS Annual Conference in Atlanta on October 26 and 
27 to film five different presentations by several nationally known speakers.   Pat Bassett, president of the National 
Association of Independent Schools (NAIS), and noted psychologist and author Dr. Michael Thompson were among 
those filmed by the crew from Athens Academy.  In return for their work at the conference and for the editing and 
production in the studio at school, the students, their advisor Mike Callinan, and Athens Academy were recognized 
by Dr. Robinson at the conference in his opening remarks and were listed in the credits of the videos they produced.   
With heads of school from many of the 325 SAIS member schools in attendance, the conference was an ideal 
opportunity for the students to gain experience in capturing and editing video and an equally valuable opportunity to 
promote Athens Academy's efforts in the area of media production.  

Athens Academy Well Represented at GISA Annual 
Conference 
Three members of the Athens Academy faculty and staff traveled to the Georgia Independent School Association 
(GISA) Annual Conference in Columbus, Georgia, on November 3 to conduct presentations for their colleagues 
from other independent schools throughout the state.  Stuart Todd, director of admissions, and JP Watson, associate 
headmaster, presented “Division-Centric Admissions,” an overview of Athens Academy's integrated approach to 
admissions which involves interaction between prospective families and current students, teachers, and administrators 
from each division.  Dr. Maura Mandyck presented, “Drowing in the Shallow End: Research Behavior in the 
Millennial Generation,” an interdisciplinary program designed to help teachers and media specialists assist students 
in conducting more in-depth, meaningful research using today's powerful electronic tools.  

Pat Cuneo
									       
View from the Stacks—Electronic Resources
The Middle/Upper School Media Center subscribes to a number of electronic resources (or databases), and more and 
more of our faculty are requiring students to be adept at using them.  But what are electronic resources really?  I tell 
our students that if we took every book and magazine in the media center, and scanned every page and made every 
word and image in each of those books and magazines searchable so that I could type “diabetes,” for example, in a 
search box and get back every instance of the word “diabetes” in every book and magazine that we own in about half 
a second—and the results would be already organized for me by how relevant they are—that would still not begin to 
touch what electronic resources can do!  While Google, and its first cousin Wikipedia, will remain a “first stop” for 
a lot of our students when they need a quick introduction to a subject, electronic resources will provide them with 
credible, authoritative and more detailed information on just about any subject they might be studying.  This year we 
have JSTOR, which provides access to more than a thousand academic journals, Literary Reference Center, Science 
Resource Center, Facts on File Issues and Controversies, and many more.  Here is where to find them: from the 
Athens Academy homepage, choose Media Centers, then Middle/Upper School Media Centers, then on the left-hand 
side of the page, click on Electronic Resources.  Some electronic resources will require a user name and password 
if you are using them from off-campus.  Just click on the “click here for password information” link and enter your 
Athens Academy user name and password.  That will take you to the page of secret codes, as it were, that will grant 
you access.  And of course, please contact the Media Center if you need any help.  Electronic resources are a staple 
of academic life, and I love to think that our Athens Academy graduates will go off to college already confident and 
knowledgeable about how to do this upper level research!
									         Maura Mandyck

Recent 
Professional 
Development 
Activities: 
Lower School Spanish 
teacher Crystal Vicente 
recently attended the 
Georgia Council of 
Media Organizations 
Convention, which included 
workshops on enhancing 
students' foreign language 
acquisition and improving 
literacy in native language.  
She also attended a digital 
photography workshop 
at the Georgia Center to 
enhance her skills as Lower 
School Photographer. 
 
In preparation for Lower 
School and Middle School 
field trips this year, Bess 
Durham, Betsy Lilliston, 
and Stacy Mallet traveled 
in late September to the 
Michael C. Carlos Museum 
at Emory University to 
attend a workshop entitled 
“Tutankhamun: The 
Golden King and the Great 
Pharaohs.”  
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•	 Baseball
	 Charles Matthews
	 Georgia Southern

•	 Competitive
	 Cheerleading
	 Hailey Evans
	 University of Virginia

•	 Crew
	 Riva Denny
	 Boston University

•	 Cross Country & Track
	 Dorothy Todd
	 Washington and Lee

• 	 Football
	 Tyler Brantley, Andy Jarrett, 
	 Evans Wellborn
	 University of the South 
	 (Sewanee)
	

	 Derek Chuboff
	 Centre College	

	 Chris Rogers
	 Georgia Southern

	 Thad Padgett
	 Shorter College
	

	 Brett Satterfield
	 Air Force 
	

•	 Golf
	 Kent Crymes
	 Presbyterian College
	

	 Ryan Peters
	 Mercer University

• 	 Soccer
	 Maggie Robinson
	 Harvard University

•	 Swimming
	 Karin Mullendore
	 Southern Illinois
	 University at Carbondale

•	 Tennis
	 Adrienne Elsberry
	 University of Georgia

• 	 Track
	 Josh Deaton
	 Rhodes College

•	 Volleyball
	 Sammie Maddox
	 University of the South
	 (Sewanee)

	

Spartans Playing Sports
in College

By the time you receive this edition of the Spirit, most of our fall sports teams' seasons are over 
or they will be competing in the state playoffs.  The successes our teams have achieved so far are 
great examples of their hard work and dedication in representing Athens Academy in a positive 
manner.  

Basketball, swimming and cheerleading practices are under way for winter sports and I would 
like to share a little “behind the scenes” of what goes into their programs:

Basketball practices each afternoon from 4:30-6:30 p.m.  Games are each Tuesday and Friday 
and some Saturdays from mid-November through at least mid-February. 
Swimming practices each morning from 6:00-7:30 at the Georgia Aquatic Center.  The swim 
meets are typically on Saturdays and last late into the evening.
Cheerleaders practice each afternoon and members cheer for all home and away games except 
for out-of-town Tuesday games.  They also cheer for both boys and girls varsity games, which 
makes for a long evening.

As I have mentioned in past Spirit articles, please continue to support Athens Academy programs 
with your attendance and let the players know you appreciate their continued participation in Athens 
Academy sponsored athletics.

		  Wanted!

 		  More to improve
  			   and fewer to disapprove.
		  More doers
			   and fewer talkers.
		  More to say "It can be done"
			   and fewer to say "It's impossible."
		  More to inspire others
			   and fewer to throw cold water on them.
		  More to get into the thick of things
			   and fewer to sit on the sidelines.
		  More to point out what’s right
			   and fewer to show what’s wrong.
		  More to light a candle
			   and fewer to curse the darkness.
				    --Author Unknown

Go Spartans!
							       Kevin Petroski

•

•

•

Fall Update
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Working Together

Often I am asked with regard to Athens Academy, “How does it all happen?”  The school, 
the programs, the campus, the results--how does it all occur?  A simple question, perhaps, and a 
simple answer as well: with a clear focus, we work together for the well being of each child.

Each generation of parents, grandparents, faculty, staff, and alumni have contributed 
over the years to make it possible for the next generation to be here and to help to build the 
school.  Those who participate speak strongly of Athens Academy: “It has made a difference 
in my child's life.”  By encouraging integrity, individual talents, and freedom of thought and 
expression, the school has made a commitment to each child.  Our community, in turn, has 
made a commitment to the school.  

We recently received gifts of $3 each from two Middle School students, along with a note 
saying, “Mr. C, we want to help build the building.”  Their spirit represents the tradition of 
participation at Athens Academy, along with parents, grandparents, alumni, and others who 
strive to provide the very best opportunities for the students and their teachers.  It is only with 
everyone's support that we are able to ensure excellence in the school's education program now 
and in the future.  Participation by all is a tradition at Athens Academy.

Athens Academy's building project to create a new Arts and Preschool Center and to increase 
the size of the Lower School is making great progress.  In the past 24 months, over $5.9 million 
has been given in cash and pledges.  An additional $3 million is needed in cash and pledges by 
October 2009 to secure an Atlanta foundation match of $1.25 million and complete the project.  
Each and every gift and pledge moves us closer to that goal.

With 100% participation we will continue to make great progress at Athens Academy--
working together is the key!

 
“By encouraging 
integrity, individual 
talents, and freedom of 
thought and expression, 
the school has made a 
commitment to each child.  
Our community, in turn, 
has made a commitment 
to the school.”


