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Holiday Decorating
Tuesday, December 1

8:15 a.m.

Tillman Center

Holiday Program
Wednesday, December 2
9:45-10:30 a.m.

Spartan Center

Seniors and first graders
decorate the Christmas tree.
Senior and first grade parents
are invited.

Spirit Items Sale

Friday, December 4
8:00 a.m. - noon

Spartan Center Happy Holidays from Athens Academy!
.. Students from Lower and Middle School show off their Sunshine Fashions in red and green just
Adm|SS|OnS in time for the holiday season. Front row: Wyn Ivy (5th grade), Rimsha Bashir (4th grade),
I f - Maggie Ivy (4th grade), Savannah Hylton (1st grade); back row: Saad Bashir (7th grade),
n Ormatlon Tommy Ward (7th grade), John Ward (4th grade), James Hylton (8th grade).
Session
T Athens Academy Welcomes New Board Members
9:00 a.m. Athens Academy is pleased  team and is a chair for the human headmaster. The headmaster is
Upper School Science & Art to announce the addition of two  resources committee. Ellen and responsible for selecting teachers
Building new members to its Board of her husband, Buck Wiley III, live and other school employees
Trustees: Ellen Wilkins Wiley ~  in Atlanta with their two sons, and working with the faculty
Semester Exams and Terry Wingfield. Buckley and John Wilkins. to develop the El'mcutllum and
: Ellen Wilkins Wiley is the Terry Wingfield and his programs to achieve the mission
gl‘)} Ie) Z’g:f:eriz:irngglll]z’e;h h daughter of Lovat and John wife, Joy, were on the original of the school. According to the
. . Wilkins. She began school at steering committee involved Trustee Handbook published
grade exams will be given . L . o
December 18-21. Athens Academy. at the age of with the organization of the early by the National Assomjltlon pf
For details, see pages 5.& 6. 3. Upon graduation in 1992, days of Athens Academy. Their Indepen.dent .SC.hOOlS, Holdmg a
’ : Ellen received the Robert F. granddaughter Allison is a 2006 school, its mission, and its future
- Marion Award for Community graduate of Athens Academy. ‘in trust’ implies a very different
Hol IdayS Service. After graduating from  Terry currently serves as chairman  role than ‘directing the operation,’
December 19-January 3 the University of Georgia in of the board of the Frances Wood which is the job of someone
Classes dismissed at noon on 1996, Ellen worked as director ~ Wilson Foundation and for many else—the headmaster.” The
Friday, December 18 of human resources at Wilkins years served as the secretary handbook continues, “In the tumult
Note: Extended Day IS Industries for six years. She treasurer of the Georgia Student that is the daily life of our schools
available until 5:45 p.m. on served on the Athens Academy Educational Fund of the University ~ and their lcf.aders, there are many
Friday, December 18. Alumni Board from 1997-2005  of Georgia Athletic Department. gusts of wind that can and do blow
Classes resume and was the board president The Board of Trustees is ships off course. The strong board
Monday, January 4 at 8:10 a.m. from 2003-2005. Since 2003, responsible for holding the of trustees is the sturdy mast that
Ellen has served on the board of  school in trust by determining the maintains stability and supports the
directors for the Southeastern mission of the school, ensuring sails that propel the ship of school
Horticultural Society and is the fiscal well-being of the forward.”
currently on their executive school, establishing the school’s

committee and development major policies, and selecting the
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Annual Fund
Step Two:
21st Century
Capital Campaign

at Athens

December 1, 2009
Dear Parents,

Thank you for your continued support! Your participation is making a
difference today!

If you have given to Step One, the 2009-2010 Annual Fund, and Step Two,
215t Century Capital Campaign Phase II, we thank you for contributing to
this year's success. If your name is not listed in the Parent Donor Proof
we mailed to you, please make your gift or three- to five-year pledge
today. Your participation in both efforts is most important. Best wishes
for a joyful holiday season!

Sincerely,
. / : 1 -
) é.ﬁ L Arad-
Sue and Bob Marion Susan and Dick Ferguson Denise and Jimbo LaBoon
Annual Fund Chair 21* Century Campaign Co-Chairs 21* Century Campaign Co-Chairs
Life Trustee Parents of Parents of
Richard, Class of 2015 Caroline, Class 0of 2013

Lucy and John, Class of 2021 Emily, Class of 2018




PSO Officers

PSO Officers

Chair- Kim Maddox

Co-chair- Susan Ferguson

PSO Coordinator- Sue Williams

LS Rep- Rebecca Chisolm

MS Rep- Donna Murphy

US Rep- Patty Brantley

Athletic Advisory Rep- Karen Gilmore
Media Center Rep- Allison Clements
Fine Arts Rep- Didi Dunphy

Committee Chairs
Faculty & Staff Appreciation
Cindy Colby (Coord.)
Mary Dana Leverett (US)
Frieda Clarke (MS)
Nancy Dyleski (LS)
Gift Wrap Sales
(Chair) Allyn Timberlake
(Co-chair) Hart Roberts
Lunch Helpers
(Chair) Carol Bernhardt
(Co-chair) Sally Shealy
Parents Day
(Chair) Margaret Smith
(Co-chair) Anne Peck
Denise LaBoon (MS)
Kim Griffith (US)
Spirit Items Sales
(Chair) Donna Murphy
(Co-chair) Sarah Jordan
Grandparents Day
(Chair) Kristi Donnan
(Co-chair) Kelly Jones
Tennis Tournament
(Chair) Laura Allen
(Co-chair) Bonnie Chambers
(Liaison) Allen Miller
Spartan Spectacular
Whitney Goodstone
Golf Tournament
(Chair) Carol Norstedt
(Co-chair) Clark Brown
(Liaison) Michael Cofer
Holiday Decorating
(Chair) Laura Pennington
(Co-chair) Stephanie Hatch
Spartan 5K & The Sprint
(Chair) Tanya Adams
(Co-chair) Lynn McLanahan
Cookbook
(Chair) Pam Dillard
(Co-chair) Penny Rupert
Festival Day
(Chair) Rebecca Chisolm
(Co-chair) Missy Sennowitz
Required Reading Sales
(Chair) Traci Pruett
(Co-chair) Georgia Williams
Cash Back Program
(Chair) Lisa Shirreffs
(Co-chair) Sandy Dwyer
Post Planning Luncheon
(Chair) Allison Hays
(Co-chair) Mary Pat Manfredi
LS Book Fair
(Chair) Amy O'Neill
(Co-chair) Amy Chandler
Art Project
(Chair) Amy Nasworthy

(Co-chair) Robyn Mastandrea
Concessions Liaison
(Chair) Susie Malcom
(Co-chair) Tammy Lindsay
LS Library Helpers
(Chair) Deborah Thurmond
(Co-chair) Christina White

Parent Service Organization

Happy Holidays!

December brings the holidays to Athens Academy and thanks to Laura
Pennington, Stephanie Hatch, and the Holiday Decorating Committee, our campus
looks ready to celebrate! As you're making your shopping lists, think of our very
own Under the Magnolias cookbook--it's a wonderful holiday gift. Also, add some
more spirit to the holidays by purchasing Academy “spirit” wear! This time of year
is a time of reflection and a time to give thanks for the many blessings we have. |
am very thankful for all the wonderful parents who chair all the PSO’s committees
and all the parents who volunteer to be on those committees and work so hard all
year long. It is because of your hard work and dedication that Athens Academy is
the great school it is today. We are very fortunate to have these parents support our
school as well as the support from the school’s administration, staff, faculty, and
our Board of Trustees. I want to wish each and everyone of you and your families
a wonderful holiday and a Happy New Year. Thank you again!

Kim Maddox
PSO Chair

Don t forget...
The next PSO Executive Board meeting will be held Tuesday, January 26, 2010,
at 8:15 a.m. in the Upper School Science and Art Building.

* The next PSO Board meeting will be held Tuesday, February 2, 2010, at 8:15
a.m. in the Spartan Center. All chairs and co-chairs should plan to attend.

* Be sure to use your Cash Back cards at local stores — it's the easiest way to
volunteer!

Save the Dates

Spirit Items Sale
Friday, December 4
8:00 a.m.-noon
Spartan Center

Spartan 5K & Spartan Sprint
Saturday, February 13, 2010

Festival Day
Saturday, April 17, 2010




PRIMARY
Points

Preschool for
2010-2011

Applications and
screenings taking place in
December and January

Holiday

Program

Wednesday, December 2
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Spartan Center

Seniors and first graders
decorate the Christmas
tree. Senior and first grade
parents are invited.

Fourth Grade

Program

Once On A Housetop
Dress Rehearsal
Thursday, December 10
8:45 a.m.

Barrett Hall

Performance
Friday, December 11
8:45 a.m.

Barrett Hall

PS/LS Holiday
Sing-Along
Friday, December 18

10:15-10:45 a.m.
Barrett Hall

Holiday Parties
Friday, December 18
11:00-11:45 a.m.

Holidays
December 19-January 3
Classes dismissed at noon
on Friday, December 18
Note: Extended Day IS
available until 5:45 p.m.
on December 18.

Classes resume

Monday, January 4, 2010
at 8:10 a.m.

Winter Camp

December 28-31

All classes will dismiss for the
holidays at noon on December 18,
right after the Pre/Lower School
parties, which run from 11:00-
11:45 a.m. Classes will resume
on Monday, January 4, 2010, at
8:10 a.m.

NOTE: Extended Day IS
available until 5:45 p.m. on
Friday, December 18.

Preschool & K5
2010-2011

Please be sure to fill out an
application if you are planning
on having your child enter
the three-year-old, four-year-
old, or the prefirst (what we
call kindergarten) classes next
year. After we have received an
application, we will call you to
set up an appointment to have
your child screened in December
or January. The screening is
a combination of games and
activities with no paper or pencil
tasks lasting about 30-45 minutes.
The child also gets a cookie,
which seems to be a big hit!

Brrr-Winter Camp
We are expecting some cold
weather after Christmas so it
should be a lot of fun at Winter
Camp! This year’s dates are
December 28 -31. Winter Camp
is available on a daily basis to
all Athens-area students from
K4 through sixth grade. Each
day’s activities are based on a
theme and will include art, team
sports and games, library, camp
store, music, drama and a special
activity based on the day’s theme.
The year’s themes include Snow
Day, Pet Day, and New Year’s Eve
(including a party)! Registration
forms are being sent home with
the students.
Questions can be directed
to Carol Deaton at cdeaton(@
athensacademy.org.

Growing Gators

Reptiles seem to pique the
interest of many people, especially
our second grade scientists. What
better species of reptile to choose
for closer study than the much

School News

Holiday Dismissal

maligned alligator. Using the
book Zack's Alligator to take us
into the world of alligators, each
student received his or her own
baby gator. Practicing our skills
of the scientific method we posed
the question, “How much will my
alligator grow in one week?”

We used our science process
skills to predict, observe, measure,
graph, and record. Our alligators
needed an aquatic habitat to thrive
so we housed them in a Ziploc
bag of tap water. After a week
of caring for our specimens we
concluded that they did indeed
grow but not all at the same rate.
We were then able to take our
gators home as pets.

We were surprised to learn
that our gators were made of a
water absorbing substance (a type
of polymer) that was developed
for use in disposable diapers! No
wonder our gators grew!

Sharon Reinking

DVDs
Athens Academy has a
Media Services Program (MSP).
Whenever possible, the MSP and/
or students from the Upper School
Media & Technology Club will
be videotaping Academy service
activities, PS/LS Class Plays, fine
arts activities, and athletic events.
Many of these videos will be made
available on DVD for a charge.
We currently have copies of the
Pre/Lower; School Grandparents/
Special Friends Day performance
available for purchase. You can
view a replay of this webcast by
going to Athens Academy website.
If you would like to purchase
a higher-resolution DVD copy
of this exciting performance,
please email Mike Callinan at
mcallinan@athensacademy.org
and advise how many copies
you would like. There will be a
charge of $10.00 per copy for this
service which will be billed to the
purchaser by the Business Office.
Mike Callinan

Holiday
Sing-Along

Please join us for our annual
Holiday Sing-Along on the
morning of Friday, December 18
from 10:15-10:45 a.m. in Barrett
Hall. This is a yearly tradition for
us. It is designed to be a low-
key approach to a high-energy
time of year. The three-year-olds
through the fourth grade will help
put us all into the holiday spirit
with many special holiday songs.
Please feel free to join us if you
can.

Gift Giving

Children do not exchange gifts
at school for any occasion. Gifts
to teachers at holiday times and
at the end of the year are optional
on an individual student basis.
Those who wish to donate books
to the Lower School Media Center
honoring your child or teacher are
encouraged to contact our Media
Specialist, Elaine King.

Recess

As the weather turns colder
it is important that the children
come dressed to go outside for
recess. Recess is an important
part of our overall program and
we are committed to going out and
getting the needed exercise after
working hard inside. Children
should remain at home if they
are unable to participate in all
activities, including outside play.

Activity Afternoon
Once again, the Lower
School was involved in Activity
Afternoon on November 24.
The students chose from a wild
selection of activities offered
by the faculty, including dance,
computers, rockin’ and rollin’
(with roller blades and helmets),
kickball, and soccer, to name a
few. We look forward to more of
these fun days in the future.
Please be sure to call at any
time with any question or concern.
Have a fun, safe, and
wonderful holiday.
Bob Urich &
Melton Weekley



Holiday

Program

Wednesday, December 2
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Spartan Center

Seniors and first graders
decorate the Christmas
tree. Senior and first grade
parents are invited.

Admissions
Information

Session

Wednesday, December 9
9:00 a.m.

US Science & Art Building

Orchestra

Performance
ARMC-Atrium
Wednesday, December 9

7t/ 8t Band

Performance at Iris Place
and Lanier Gardens
Wednesday, December 9

Auditions
for MS Play

December 10-11

3:30-5:30 p.m.
Presentation Hall

All interested seventh and
eighth grade students may
audition. See Mrs. Pastore
for more information.

Eighth Grade

Exams
December 15-18

Holidays
December 19-January 3
Classes dismissed at noon
on Friday, December 18
Note: Extended Day IS
available until 5:45 p.m.
on December 18.

Classes resume

Monday, January 4, 2010,
at 8:10 a.m.

As part of the kick-off to our
annual Coats and Cans Campaign,
Denise Fulton from the Sparrow’s
Nest Mission Church came and
talked to our eighth graders about
how the students’ contributions each
year directly help the Sparrow’s
Nest.

Each year, the eighth graders
lead the Middle School students in
collecting canned food and gently
used coats for the Sparrow’s Nest to
give to people in need. Ms. Fulton
shared a story with the students
about a mother who purposely chose
a coat that was much too large for
her child because it may have been
the only coat the child would have
for several years. The students
were able to hear first hand about
the people their contributions were
helping.

After Thanksgiving, fifth, sixth,
and seventh graders will again
participate in the Salvation Army’s
holiday toy drive. We are asking
students to bring a gift or gifts
appropriate for Middle School-aged
boys and girls. The Salvation Army
has reported an overwhelming need
for children’s gifts with specific
shortages for middle school-aged
children. They estimate they will
be issuing clothing and gifts to over
3,500 local children. We ask that
gifts be brought in by Thursday,
December 10 so they can be
delivered to the distribution center.

The Middle School faculty will
volunteer December 16 at the First
Annual Christmas Pantry sponsored
by POUR, Inc. Faculty will assist
the Food Bank of NE Georgia with
organizing food and staging a drive-
thru mobile food pantry. We hope
that the efforts of our students and
teachers will bring needed joys to
the lives of others during the holiday
season.

Carrie Olson &
Geolffrey Walton

Sharing Our Music

During December both the band
and the orchestra will share their
holiday music with the community.
On December 9 the Middle School
orchestra will travel to Athens
Regional Medical Center to perform
in the atrium lobby. The design of
the building allows the music to be
heard on patient wings; employees
often stop for a few minutes to
watch and listen.

The seventh and eighth grade

School News

Service for the Holidays

band students will perform at

two seniors’ communities on the
same day. The group will play for
residents at Iris Place and Lanier
Gardens. We’re excited that our
students will have the opportunity
to bring joy to the ill and the elderly
during the holidays!

Honor Roll

Congratulations to the following
students who have been named to
the honor roll for the first quarter.
Well-done, Spartans!
Fifth grade: Kristen Ah, Harper
Cline, Gracen Daniels, Lucy
Devaney, Allison Doherty,
MacKenzie Ferguson, Ali Garrett,
Reagan Grace, Nancy Belle
Hansford, Frances Herrin, Asa Hill,
Lili Hollis, Jacob Hudson, Wynn
Ivy, Noah Johnson, Joseph Mullen,
Anna Ford Pittard, Rolf Reynolds,
Riley Rupert, Sandelin Sikes,
Frankie Sinkwich, Katharine Suarez,
Thomas Suarez, Drew Swan, Ben
Trimpe, Tommy Weir, and Annabelle
Woodard.
Sixth grade: Adeline Archibald,
Wyman Baxley, Alex Billmayer, JT
Camp, Bailey Carter, Kayla Cherry,
Rob Clements, McKenzie Cook,
Will Corry, Ellie Crymes, Kimberlyn
Daniel, Davis Haeusser, Isabelle
Hale, Megan Hodgson, Kevin
Kim, Julia Lankau, Foster Loftis,
Will Loveless, Elizabeth Malcom,
Nick Manfredi, Matthew McArdle,
Catherine McCreary, Christina
Minor, Colin Murphy, Sean Murphy,
Tesh Parris, Alisha Patel, Anshul
Patel, Riddhi Patel, Kerrigan
Pruett, Chandler Reynolds, Drew
Richardson, Jordan Sennowitz,
Wyatt Settles, Riya Shah, Sarah
Slocum, Hayden Splichal, Gabriela
Tejeda, Joanne Timberlake, Grace
Trimpe, and RaRa Williams.
Seventh grade: Emily Blume,
Savannah Brock, Aurora Bunten,
Rhea Chatterjee, Haidee Chen,
Helen Chen, Caroline Colley, Mary
Glenn Dillard, Reagan Dyson,
Caroline Fenno, Morgan Ferguson,
Richard Ferguson, Anna Kate
Foshee, Morgan Grace, Hayden
Hudson, Nathan Iyer, Kathryn
Johnson, Mason T. Jones, William
Leverett, Hunter McWilliams,
Caroline Robinson, Evan Shirreffs,
Fleming Smith, Alex Waugh, and
Aaron Wilson.
Eighth grade: Davis Bell, Natalie
Busener, Alois Cerbu, Ian Dawkins,
Claudia Evaristo, Shannon Hodgson,

James Hylton, Joy Kim, Charles
Lankau, Myles LoParco, Zander
Mason, Kyle Mueller, Madeleine
Mullen, Darshan G. Parikh,
Rooshi Patel, Abbey Pylant, Nick
Rorabaugh, Haley Ruhl, Max
Ruston, Rebecca Schofield, Carly
Settles, Nilu Vyas, Holly Williams,
and Alex Young.

Admissions Open Houses

Our October admission open
house was well attended and has
yielded much interest in Athens
Academy. We have already begun
working with these families on the
admission process.

The school will hold two
additional open houses in the
coming weeks. On December 9 and
January 9 parents and students are
invited for an information session
followed by tours with faculty
and current students. While our
prospective families continue to
represent a large geographic area,
they often come because they have
heard about our school through
current families. It is especially
helpful when our parents invite
others to come and learn about the
school. Please be in touch with us if
there is a family you would like for
us to contact.

Mix It Up At Lunch

On Thursday, December 3, all
Middle School students will be
asked to participate in “Mix It Up
At Lunch”. The idea is simple: stu-
dents are asked to sit with a different
group of students than they normally
sit with during lunch, just for one
day. The group will have an activity
to work on as a way to get to know
each other. By making the move,
students can cross the invisible lines
of school division, meet new people
and make new friends.

Holiday Wishes

We appreciate all the many ways
that you share with us—decorating
for Zeus’ birthday, participating in
admissions work, serving as grade
reps, hosting back to school parties,
tailgates, and dinners before dances,
and leading PSO activities. Most
of all—thank you for sending eager
learners to us every day! The entire
Middle School faculty wishes for
each of you a joyous holiday!

Brenda Klein



Holiday

Program

Wednesday, December 2
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Spartan Center

Seniors and first graders
decorate the Christmas tree.
Senior and first grade
parents are invited.

Review Days

December 11 and December
14 are 7 period review days.
All 7 periods are scheduled
to meet.

Exam Schedule

The semester exam schedule
has been mailed to each US
student. There are seven
exam periods, two per day,
on December 15, 16, and
17, followed by one morning
period on December 18.

All morning exams begin at
8:10 a.m. and all afternoon
exams begin at 12:30 p.m.

Holidays

December 19-January 3
Classes dismissed at noon
on Friday, December 18.
Classes resume at 8:10 a.m.
on Monday, January 4.

Service Day

Upper School student
leaders would like to thank
Upper School students,
teachers, parents, and the
many service agencies in the
area for their assistance in
making the eleventh annual
Service Day a success.

School News

Living and Giving...

As we enter the last month of
the year, it seems appropriate that
we pause to reminisce about the
previous eleven months. We have
done a lot, both individually and
collectively, these past few months
and we will continue to do so in
the future. In October, we gave
blood and in doing so gave life. We
donated 30 units of blood during
the first of our three blood drives.
On Friday, November 20, we gave
time during the eleventh annual
Service Day. The collective Upper
School community performed
approximately 1,500 hours on this
one day by participating in nearly
30 different service projects. While
we can not do everything for
everyone, we can do something for
some. Our various service projects
and annual service day proves this
to be true.

Although we dedicate a day in
November to serve our community,
many of our students involve
themselves in other service projects
throughout the year. A small group
of students involved with our
Interact Club just completed a
service project called Soles4Souls.
During the drive, the Upper School
students collected over 500 pairs of
shoes. If you would like to find out
more information about this worthy
cause, go to www.giveshoes.org or
be in touch with Dr. Anna Scott,
the Interact Sponsor.

The Upper School will also
again work with Clarke County
DFACS and serve as holiday
angels. We will "adopt" 20-30
local children, ensuring that they
have a memorable holiday season.
Information regarding this cause
will be distributed in advisory
groups.

While we all recognize and
celebrate the importance of
giving to and doing for others this
time of year, it is important to
recognize that service is an integral
component of our educational goals
and is something we encourage
students to do everyday. Research
and personal experience have
shown that service and doing for
others is an enriching personal
endeavor and one which should be
acknowledged and celebrated. And
so, during this month of December,
please take time to remember all

the good things you have done for
others and all the wonderful things
others have done for you.

Spartans Around Town

On Thursday, December 3,
student volunteers will be working
at the sixth annual Harvest for
the Homeless. This year’s event
will take place at Hotel Indigo in
downtown Athens with proceeds
from the event going to the Athens
Area Homeless Shelter. For more
information, please be in touch
with Mrs. Sally Harris at sharris@
athensacademy.org.

On Saturday, December 5,
various Athens Academy clubs will
be ringing the Salvation Army bell
at the Epps Bridge Walmart. If you
are near the area, please stop by
and donate, even if all you have to
share is a smile and a wave.

The Upper School orchestra
will once again share their talents
with the people at Athens Regional
Medical Center. They will perform
a holiday concert at 11:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, December 8.

Write On...

Upper School senior Christine
Shaw has been cited as a winner
in the 2009 NCTE Achievement
Awards in Writing. Christine is
one of eleven students to receive
a certificate for superior writing
in the state of Georgia. A total
of 1,783 juniors were nominated
by their schools to participate
in the 2009 program, with 544
chosen as outstanding writers.
Each piece of writing submitted
by a nominee was read and
evaluated by two judges—one
high school and one college
English teacher. The winners are
among the best student writers
in the country. Congratulations,
Christine, on this impressive
achievement.

Semester Exams

Semester exams will be
administered December 15-
18. The week prior to exams,
foreign language students will be
evaluated on the oral and auditory
components of the course. Exams
will be returned and reviewed
during the first week of classes in
January. Semester grade reports
will be mailed on January 11.

Assigned Exam Schedule
Deviations from the exam
schedule must be approved in
advance by the Upper School
director. There are many logistics
involved with exam scheduling so
please submit any exam requests
in writing by Monday, December
7. In case of student illness or
other emergencies, the US director
and coordinator of academic and
personal support will work with
the family to arrange for make
up of missed exams. In the event
of a student’s travel abroad, the
director will work with the family.
In all other cases, students are
required to follow their assigned
exam schedule. If a student is
scheduled for two exams at the
same time, he/she should meet
with the coordinator of academic
and personal support to resolve
the conflict.

Arrival/Departure

Parents are asked to call Mrs.
Yates at 706-433-2521 during
the exam days if a student must
be absent because of illness or a
family emergency. For morning
exams, students are asked to report
to the Presentation Hall no later
than 8:05 a.m., at which time they
will be given their exam locations
and attendance will be taken. A
student who has NO morning
exam may study at home, arriving
at school no later than 12:00 p.m.
Prior to the 12:30 p.m. exam, all
students are asked to report to the
Presentation Hall no later than
12:25 p.m., at which time they will
be given their exam locations and
attendance will be taken. A student
with NO afternoon exam remain
on campus to study in the Media
Center. Students who are leaving
after their morning exam must
have a parent note and must sign
out in the Upper School office
prior to departure. Students with
both a morning and an afternoon
exam should plan to have lunch on
campus.

Bob Sears



COLLEGE

Bound

SAT
2009-2010
SCHEDULE

January 23
Register by December 15

March 13
Register by February 4

May 1
Register by March 25

June 5
Register by April 29

Go to www.collegeboard.
com to register.

ACT
2009-2010
SCHEDULE

February 6
Register by January 5

April 10
Register by March 5

June 12
Register by May 7

Go to www.act.org to
register.

December

The holidays are a time of
rest for most, but unfortunately
that rest does not apply to
seniors applying to college
(or to the parents trying to
support them in these efforts).
With most regular decision
deadlines occurring in January,
December is the final push
for most before the waiting
game begins. To make sure
there are no mistakes as we
make our way down the home
stretch, please check over
the following list carefully.
Hopefully, once this list is
done, you’ll be able to move
on to another list that is much
more enjoyable and appealing.

Item One
* Regular Decision

All Blue Sheets were due
December 1. Check with
your children to make sure
they turned in an individual
Blue Sheet for each school to
which they wanted to apply.
We submit all school materials
before the holidays so that files
will be complete whenever
students fill out their part of
the application.

Item Two
e Early Decision Early
Action Candidates

Many Early Decision
and Early Action results
arrive during the holiday
break. Since we don’t know
if this news will be positive
or negative we must have
an alternate plan in place.
Students should have turned
in Blue Sheets for those
alternate plan schools and
school materials will be sent
before the break. If the news

‘To'Higher Education

is positive, of course, your
senior does not need to fill
out additional applications
and the materials we sent will
be destroyed. If the news is
not positive, the file will be
complete once the student has

sent their part of the materials.

Item Three
* UGA Early Action
Candidates

Admissions decisions for
Early Action applicants will
be released by December
15. If deferred, students
must complete Part II of the
application and submit one
teacher recommendation by
January 15. Students who are
deferred and wish to complete
Part II of the application
should fill out a second Blue
Sheet the first day that we
return to school to indicate
what teacher will be writing
and to authorize our office
to send out other supporting
documents.

Item Four
» Everyone

As all this paperwork
comes in to colleges they
will inevitably be behind
in updating their websites
and there might even be an
automatically generated email
or two saying that a transcript
is missing. At this point in
the year our organizational
program, Naviance, will be
much more up to date so
check that to ensure that items
have been mailed. The Blue
Sheet obsession that pervades
this column is to ensure that
if something is lost we have
records of it so if we have

recorded something as done in
Naviance materials have been
mailed to the school and we
have made copies that have
been filed in our office.

Once students hear of their
notification decisions they
must update their Naviance
accounts so we can be sure to
support them through end of
this process. Although getting
into college feels like a great
last step, it is important that
we use Naviance to officially
declare your final status.

We will be mailing out
transcripts with first semester
grades to all schools applied to
as soon as they are available
in January. Some of you
may have a special mid-year
counselor report form and if
$0 you may give it to us but be
aware that all grades will be
sent to all schools regardless
of paperwork filed. Final
grades will automatically be
sent to the school you plan to
attend next fall at the end of
this school year. Be sure those
grades are in keeping with
your previous record.

Item Five
* Juniors
We will officially kick off
the college planning process
with Junior College Night
February 4, and seminars will
start in the weeks leading up
to that event. We will also be
scheduling individual meetings
with each family in February
as we get you started on
what the seniors are soon to
complete.
Colleen Pruitt &
Jeff Stachura



COMING
Soon

Exhibits

Myers Gallery

Through December 14
Erin Mclntosh, paintings
Jennifer Hartley, paintings

Bertelsmann Gallery
Through December 11

Didi Dunphy, skateboard
sculptures and vinyl designs
Carol John

Lou Kregel

US Jazz Band

Cabaret Concert
Monday, December 7

7:00 p.m.

Bertelsmann Gallery

US Orchestra

Athens Regional Medical
Center Holiday Concert
Tuesday, December 8

MS Orchestra

Athens Regional Medical
Center Holiday Concert
Wednesday, December 9

Intermediate
Band Holiday

Concert Tour

Wednesday, December 9
Performances at Iris
Place & Lanier Gardens
Retirement Homes

MS Play

Auditions
December 10 and 11
3:30-5:30 pm
Presentation Hall

On Stage and in the Studio

One Act Play Wins Second in State

On Saturday, November 14,
Athens Academy's One Act play
The Tragedy of Thebes took
second place in the GHSA State
One Act competition at Warner
Robins High School. Earlier
in the month, Athens Academy
hosted the regional competition.
Eight schools competed for the
judges. Participating schools
were Lakeview Academy, Rabun
Gap, Hebron Academy, Athens
Christian, Commerce, Prince
Avenue, Athens Academy and
Tallulah Falls. At the end of the
day, Hebron Academy placed
third, Lakeview placed second
and Athens Academy won the
first place title. Individual
acting awards were also given
to Athens Academy students.
Ansley McAlister, CJ Brown, and
Nick Bradfield were selected for
the “All Star Cast,” Billy Pate
received the “Best Actor” award
and Christine Shaw received the
“Best Actress” award. Kudos to
the cast and crew!

Lorraine Thompson

And the Beat Goes
On...

Preschool music is rocking and
rolling. We have been learning
about things around us that keep a
steady beat. For example, our cars
have several things that keep a
steady beat: the windshield wipers
and the turn signals. We have been
working on keeping a steady beat
with rhythm sticks while we listen
to music. In addition to playing
the rhythm sticks, we have learned
to play the triangle, the sand
blocks, and the tambourine. At
first, we played each instrument
as a whole class. Now, we are
playing in small groups using
different instruments in each
group. Along with learning
about a steady beat, we have
been talking about high and low
sounds. We used the resonator
bells to help us see the way pitch
moves up and down. It’s great to

have visual cues as well as aural
cues.

Classes are also learning to
play the handbells. We have
learned several songs that are fun
to play with the handbells. Later
on in the school year, the pre-first
classes will perform for assembly.
We love the handbells!

This fall we have sung many
songs with each concept that we
study. We have talked about the
different ways that we use our own
voice. We speak, sing, whisper,
and shout with our voices. In our
preschool music classes, we are
learning a lot and having lots of
fun!

Nancy Robertson

Middle School Play
This year’s Middle School
play is 4 Toby Show. This play
is a kooky version of the story of
Cinderella told by the lovable,
country bumpkin, Toby. Auditions
will be held December 10 and
11 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. in the
Presentation Hall. All interested
seventh and eighth grade students
should plan on coming to
auditions both days. We are also in
need of crew members. There are
plenty of jobs to go around!

Congratulations
Musicians!

The following orchestra
students passed the district level
audition and have advanced to
the state level for GMEA’s All-
State Orchestra on January 16 at
Westminster in Atlanta: Joy Kim,
violin and viola; Gil Seo, violin;
Andy Kim, violin; and Maddy
Marshall, ‘cello. Good luck on
January 16!

Art News

The paintings of Erin McIntosh
and Jennifer Hartley will be
available for public viewing
in the Myers Gallery through
December 14. Ms. Hartley and
Ms. Mclntosh will give a gallery

talk about their work in the Myers
Gallery on Wednesday, December
9at 1:30 p.m.

Featured in the Bertelsmann
Gallery through December 11
will be the works of Didi Dunphy,
Carol John, and Lou Kregel.

The Myers and Bertelsmann
Galleries are open to the public
Monday through Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Instrumental
Music Programs
Are Off and
Running!

The instrumental music
programs have had a very
productive fall. The Lower
School string classes are off to
a great start, with 86 students
playing violin, viola, ‘cello, and
double bass in the second, third,
and fourth grades. The Middle and
Upper School orchestra students
performed for Grandparents/
Special Friends Day on October
2 and presented their fall concert
on October 27. The Pep Band
students have played for and
supported the football team at all
home games this fall and band
students in grades 5-12 performed
a fall concert for family and
friends just before Thanksgiving.

Don’t miss the Upper School
Jazz Band “Cabaret Night” at
7:00 p.m. on Monday, December
7 in the Bertelsmann Gallery.
This performance will last
approximately one hour and
admission and refreshments are
free. Everyone is invited to attend!

Debbie Schab



Sparbots

Compete

The Sparbots FIRST Lego
League (fifth & sixth
graders) will compete in
the Conyers FLL Regional
tournament at Memorial
Middle School on Saturday,
December 5.

The Sparbots FIRST Tech
Challenge (seventh-twelfth
graders) attended a
robotics scrimmage hosted
by the RoboJackets at
Goergia Tech on Saturday,
November 14. They will
compete in a Regional
Qualifier in mid-January
2010.

Annual Library
Guild Christmas
Book Club

Luncheon

Tuesday, December 8
Noon

Reading Room of the

Bertelsmann Building

and Instruction

View from the Stacks—A Holiday Tradition of Reading

On every Christmas Eve from my earliest memory, my father would read a story to me (and later, when
she came along, to my little sister and me together) from the green book in my Collier’s Junior Classics set,
Harvest of Holidays volume. The story was “Miss Flora McFlimsey’s Christmas Eve,” and it was as sweet
as a Christmas cookie and as indispensible to the holiday as Santa Claus himself. My father did the story
with voices and full-on mannerisms too for Miss Flora, for her friend Timothy Mouse, and for some very
unpleasant doll characters who give Miss Flora a rather bad time (she is an old-fashioned doll, you see, long
ago consigned to the attic but brought forth one year to solve a Christmas emergency and gladden the heart of
a child). Parts of the story ring in my memory still: Timothy Mouse says “Cheerio,” when he exits and enters,
and Santa shakes his head and says “Dear, dear, dear,” when he discovers that he has no doll for the youngest
child in the family in his bag of toys. When the angel on top of the Christmas tree has come down to whisper
encouraging words to Miss Flora, the story says that the angel “climbed...no, she must have flown!” back to
her topmost branch. I have an angel on my tree every year now, rather than a star, and I keep an eye on her too.
The year that I could not be home for Christmas, my parents videotaped my father reading our story, and sent
the tape to me in Germany, where I watched it and wept. It’s still the best Christmas present ever, better than
my bike with the bell and the basket, this holiday tradition of reading.

Christmas is a very literary holiday, and choices for a holiday read are plentiful. There’s Dickens, of course,
A Christmas Carol much darker and more interesting than most of the films made from the novel (first lines:
“Marley was dead, to begin with. There is no doubt whatever about that.”) You know The Christmas Story
from television, no doubt, but maybe not from Jean Shepherd’s irresistibly entitled collections from which
the Christmas tales are drawn, In God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash and Wanda Hickey's Night of Golden
Memories. JR.R. Tolkien, better known as the creator of Middle-earth, also created The Father Christmas
Letters as a Christmas treat for his own children, over the course of more than 20 years. A letter would arrive
at the Tolkien family home each year, describing the doings at the North Pole and especially the misadventures
of the North Polar Bear, a clumsy Santa’s helper always tumbling downstairs with his arms full of packages or
getting buried in the snow on the way to the reindeer stables and coming down with Polar Whooping Cough
as a consequence. Interestingly, some elements of The Lord of the Rings begin to creep into the Christmas
letters, with goblins making themselves troublesome and a snow-elf named Ibereth taking up Father Christmas’
correspondence duties in 1936 (“I am Ibereth. A lot of us, Red and Green Elves, have gone to live permanently
at Cliff House and be trained in the packing business. It was Polar Bear’s idea.”).

Most of our Middle Schoolers will know Barbara Robinson’s The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, but if you
haven’t read it lately, you might have forgotten how screamingly funny it is. See chapter four especially, where
the Herdmans, “absolutely the worst kids in the history of the world,” show up for pageant practice. When
Imogene Herdman hears about the baby Jesus being wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in the manger,
she is outraged. “You mean they tied him up and put him in a feedbox? Where was the Child Welfare?!”

The late Professor James Kilgo who taught for years in the Creative Writing Program at the University of
Georgia wrote a collection called The Hand-Carved Creche and Other Christmas Stories, and dedicated it to
his mother Caroline, who taught him to tell stories, and to his granddaughter, also Caroline, “to whom I tell
them now.” Within one of these stories are more stories, as young Jim listens to his Daddy read 4 Christmas
Carol, Clement Moore’s “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” and also what is arguably the very first Christmas story.
You probably know this one too. It begins, “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus...”

The story hardly matters, though, truly; it’s the tradition that counts. I know that even in the grown-up
mayhem of the Christmas season, there will always be a few minutes of quiet childhood wonder returned to
me, when the story starts.

Maura Mandyck



Spartans Playing Sports
in College

Baseball
Charles Matthews
Georgia Southern University

Basketball
Joey Miller
Rhodes College

Cross Country & Track
Josh Deaton
Rhodes College

Dorothy Todd
Washington and Lee University

Football
Derek Chuboff
Centre College

James Colquitt
Georgia State University

Will Daniel
Jacksonville State University

Chris Rogers
Georgia Southern

Jeff Turner
Maryville College

Evans Wellborn
Sewanee: The University of the
South

Golf
Kent Crymes
Presbyterian College

Tennis
Scott Foster
Samford University

Volleyball

Sammie Maddox

Sewanee: The University of the
South
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Transition Time.......

Another fall athletic season has come to an exciting end! It seems like yesterday we
were starting our pre-season practices in the hot August temperatures. Below are some of
the highlights and accomplishments from our teams.

Girls Cross Country finished second in Region 8A and had their best performance
of the season at the GHSA State Meet in Carrollton, finishing third overall. The
girls placed higher than any other region school at the meet. Earning All-Region
accolades along with their finishing places were Sara Wetzstein (third), Becca
Schell (fifth), and Meagan Marshburn (sixth).
Boys Cross Country finished second in Region 8A and placed ninth at the GHSA
State Meet, accomplishing their goal of a top-ten finish.
Football completed their regular season with a 7-3 record and a third place finish
in Region 8A, once again advancing to the state playoffs. With only six seniors
on the team, we are excited about the program's future.
Volleyball again won the Area 8 A/AA championship and advanced to the GHSA
State Final Four. After reaching the #1 ranking in our classification during the
regular season, the team finished with a #3 ranking. Carey Stewart was named
Area 8 A/AA Tournament MVP and she, Kelly Foster, and Morgan Maddox
were named to the All-Tournament Team. Mary Banister, Kelly Foster, Morgan
Maddox, and Carey Stewart were also named to the Area 8 A/AA South First
Team and Crysten Curry was named to the Second Team. Finally, Kelly Foster
was selected GVCA A/AA All State.
Cheerleaders and Upper School students organized what many consider the best
Homecoming parade and pep rally in recent years, displaying great school spirit!
The National Signing Period for the fall began Tuesday, November 11, and Athens
Academy once again had several student/athletes sign National Letters of Intent to
participate in collegiate athletics:

o Margaret Boyette signed to play tennis at Furman University.

o John Bauerle signed to play tennis at Mercer University.

o Patrick Jansen signed to play baseball at Charleston Southern University.

We have now transitioned to our winter sports—basketball, swimming, and cheerleading.
Each program is preparing for the start of competitions by focusing on conditioning,
fundamentals, team building, and strategy. It should be another great athletic season for
the Spartans!

As always, please come out and support these hard working athletes as they represent
Athens Academy on the basketball court or in the pool.

Kevin Petroski

Quote of the Month

“Better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.”--Author unknown
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N O TE S From the Headmaster

The holiday season is always one of excitement and anticipation. Children and adults are
looking forward to what is to come. During December at Athens Academy, many special activities
are planned to celebrate the season. These holidays, and the feelings they engender, transcend any
boundaries of religion and unite us all in a common feeling of affection for each other. Be a part
of our tradition and join the celebration.

Athens Academy

wishes you
a joyous

holiday season!

December Service Projects

*  The Upper School "adopts" foster children from DFACS Holiday Angel Program.

e Middle School students (grades 5-7) provide gifts for children for the Salvation Army. Gift
distribution will be on December 16. Eighth graders lead the school in a Coats & Cans

collection campaign.

e Middle School faculty members will be volunteering with the Christmas Pantry project,
distributing food to the needy on December 16.
e Lower School students collect canned goods, eyeglasses, and toys for the Salvation Army.

December Events

December 2

School-wide Holiday Program
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Spartan Center

Seniors and first graders
decorate the Christmas tree.
Senior and first grade parents
invited.

December 7

Upper School Jazz Band
Cabaret Concert

7:00 p.m.

Bertelsmann Gallery

December 8

Upper School Strings
Orchestra Performance
11:00 a.m.

Athens Regional Medical
Center atrium

December 9

Middle School Strings
Orchestra Performance
Grades 5 & 6 at 12:15 p.m.
Grades 7 & 8 at 1:45 p.m.
Athens Regional Medical
Center atrium

Middle School Band
Performances at Iris Place &
Lanier Gardens Retirement Homes

December 18

Pre/Lower School Holiday
Sing-Along

10:15-10:45 a.m.

Barrett Hall

Pre/Lower School
Holiday Parties
11:00-11:45 a.m.

Grades 5 & 6 Classroom
Holiday Parties at 11:15 a.m.

All divisions dismiss for the
holidays at noon.

Note: Extended Day IS
available until 5:45 p.m. on
Friday, December 18.



